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Oasis Community of West Michigan is poised on the edge of something truly special. We have
worked so hard for so long to develop our first neighborhood community and it is just now
falling into place in a big way. We have our first small cluster of young adults who will be
moving into Emerald Flats within the month. We’ve hired our first Community Builder to help
them integrate into their new neighborhood and into their apartment building. Our Community
Builder will also be available for a few other members who live nearby and will interact as part
of this neighborhood community.
We’ve spent time helping families learn the basics of Social Security, Medicaid and Medicare
benefits, special needs trusts and ABLE accounts. We’ve talked about stress relief, had
parent/caregiver virtual social meetings, and so many fun activities for the young adult
members. With COVID, we moved these educational meetings and social activities online and
were thrilled that our attendance didn’t suffer. As we move forward, we will continue to
provide some virtual meetings, more for convenience than necessity.
We have a vibrant board and are expanding our committees as we can meet in person. This
year we will be adding an advisory committee who will offer advice to our board and committee
members. They will advise us on housing, funding, education, benefits, etc. Knowing that our
parent and family volunteers aren’t typically experts in any of these fields, they can now rely on
those experts to advise them and help Oasis move forward with our work of inclusion and
integration into the community.
We are expanding our marketing efforts with an unpaid student intern. She will help us get a
unified message to the community and beyond, with a strong focus on inclusion. It is essential
that our community reflects the entire population, including our disabled adult children.
This is sure to be a very busy and gratifying year for all of us. Whether you’ve joined us as a
family looking for support and friendship or if you’re a volunteer wanting to make a difference –
we are thrilled you’ve found Oasis!

Grace A.M. Smith, President
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We are creating interdependent housing for our kids. 5-7 Oasis
members are moving into Emerald Flats (ICCF property).
We have created a new video explaining what we are about. Find it on
our website here.
Our kids are creating videos to help teach/learn skills needed when
living independently.
We hired our first Community Builder; thus far, our only paid staff.
We are creating an Advisory Board with experts that will assist the
board to learn and manage the variety of work we do.
We will be hosting a fundraiser event this winter.
We offer educational and social events so we can build community.
We go camping every year and your family can join us on Saturday if
you don’t want to camp.
We need members to volunteer to assist with programs, marketing
and fundraising. This could be 2 hours a month or more if desired.
We have a board member on the Michigan Developmental Disability
Council.
We have a marketing intern starting in August.
Our website was updated this past year and we have a monthly
newsletter.
Our membership year is July 1 through June 30th.
We became a Michigan registered non-profit organization in 2015.
Four board members attended training at Center for Independent
Futures in Evanston, Illinois.

Oasis Coordinated Living Committee Report
We have been busy this year. Oasis Community has provided
extensive training to 10 families. The training includes 5
sessions, skills assessment and follow up. The training is for
parents/guardians depending on the group we have offered
some sessions for the uniquely abled adults. We are excited
that some of members will be moving into Emerald Flats and
will be working with a community builder to help them build
community.
Several live in condos and apartments already. We continue to
work with ICCF, Genesis, Hope Network, Dwelling Place and
other low-income housing developers so that in collaboration
we can build housing that our kids need while living in a
community, not secluded. Prior to a round table meeting with
the groups mentioned above we reached out to families with
higher level needs to see what they were looking for. Based on
their requests we have inquired about 3- and 4-bedroom
apartments/ homes with zero entry and one of those bedrooms
being used by the care provider. We will continue to educate
our families and the organizations around us in the coming
year.
Lynn Surdock, Chair

Fund Development Committee
Giving Tuesday was an important fundraising effort for Oasis this year. This was our first year pushing into this program and it did
not disappoint. Passing information about Oasis on to your friends and family members is a great way to get the word out about
Oasis while asking someone for a small donation.
Fundraising events for most non-profits were a mixed bag this past year. At Oasis we searched out non-traditional ways to raise
funds and had some interesting successes in 2020. We've created a new fundraising model of placing receptacles at
condos/apartments to collect returnable cans and bottles. This income stream works for our small team. We started at the River
House condo where one of our young Oasis adults lived before moving out on his own. The River House Condo Board generously
agreed to locate two receptacles in their loading dock. On average approximately $36 of returnables is collected each week. The
management company for River House also donated a receptacle and provided contact information of the condo group at Union
Square. We were able to place a receptacle there. Additionally, we've been talking to the Emerald Flats building management
group to place a receptacle there once the building opens. This location would be ideal as several of our Oasis young adults who
will live at Emerald Flats could easily retrieve the returnables. Total income stream from returnables between October 2020 and
June 2021 has been approximately $2,000.
Other passive income streams are gaining strength as well. We are a non-profit receiving organization for donations through
PayPal and Amazon Smile. While minor, generating approximately $300, they are an easy way to passively raise money. Please
consider adding Oasis Community of West Michigan when using Amazon Smile. It’s easy to select Oasis Community as your
AmazonSmile non-profit here
Very recently the philanthropic organization, Women Who Care of Kent County, donated $900 and introduced Oasis and our
mission to a much larger and more diverse group.
We are actively pursuing corporate sponsorships and large donors and are in the process of creating an Oasis Prospectus that
details our business model and seeks sponsorships. We are also identifying key groups and individuals that we can reach out to be
'Impact Investors.’ Typically, most small nonprofits raise funds through luncheons, however due to COVID we were unable to
fundraise that way. Keep an eye out for a future fundraising lunch or other event. You can support Oasis Community here
Total fundraising efforts raised well over $6,000 dollars this year. This is remarkable as we did not have in-persons meetings AND
had COVID meeting restrictions. This income is above what we traditionally receive through donations and funds raised through
our training program.
Steve Johnson, Chair

Activities & Events Committee
Oasis Community creating community this past year!
We met for several months over Zoom with just the parents. We were able to discuss
achievements, struggles and shared many ideas with each other. In the coming year we
plan to have 2 events a month building community amongst our members. See our
upcoming events here.
We utilized Zoom meetings with the young adults this past year. Over Zoom initially and
this summer we were able to do the following
• Over Zoom we brought in the New Year with our hopes, dreams and resolutions
• Meet & greet with the game “What’s in the Box”?
• We had a dance party with Josh Dunigan
• We played a social game “Do You Know Me?”
• We were able to host a Self Defense Class
• We had a family picnic at Highland Park
• Picnic and Fire Safety with the GR Fire Department
• The young adults went to Artists Creating Together & did an art activity
while the parents met at a restaurant for social time.
Upcoming events
• Family camping at Pioneer Park in Muskegon - August 5, 6, 7, 8
• Movies in the Park Sponsored by Friends of Grand Rapids.
Concert at Frederik Meijer Gardens August 24 – Members Only
• Swimming in Rockford at the Cannon Pool August 26 – Members Only
• Dress rehearsal at the Civic Theater for Sound of Music - November 18th
Proposed events
• Game nights
• Bowling (when it seems safe). Bingo. Movie night
• Apple Orchard with farm animals at Schwallier’s in September
• Ice Cream Social and Dance Party
• Valentine’s Day Event
• ARC Assurance Plan Speaker- possibly September
• Identity Theft and Fraud - Speaker Samantha Denny - January 2022
• MI-ABLE & Special Needs trusts - Speaker Sarah Kirkpatrick - April 2022
• Call to Action in the Spring

Camille Lieffers, Chair

Oasis Community Lakeshore
Our branch organization in Ottawa County is called Oasis Community Lakeshore. Not
surprisingly, most of the needs and concerns expressed by families living with disability in
Ottawa County are very similar to those of peer families in Kent County. This, however, is
where the similarity ends. Disabled individuals have far greater opportunities for
employment, societal integration, and affordable housing in Kent County. Oasis
Community Lakeshore has taken on an advocacy role in Ottawa County to correct this
imbalance.
Our first project was to bring Independent Support Coordination (ISC) to individuals with
disabilities in Ottawa County. Although people with disabilities receiving Medicaid
funded support services through Community Mental Health in Ottawa County have long
had the right to work with an independent support coordinator, very few, if any, knew
this option existed.
Individuals receiving Medicaid services in Kent County have benefited from working with
independent support coordinators for several years. And now that option is available
also in Ottawa County, thanks to persistent family advocacy! Community Living Services,
the non-profit agency supplying independent support coordinators for Kent County has
recently signed a contract with Ottawa County. To learn more about Community Living
Services please call (616) 430-8388
What does Oasis Community Lakeshore tackle next? We have several items on our “todo” list but most of all we need Ottawa County residents to provide us with your “wish
list” of services, resources, and systemic changes YOU want to see happen. Then… we
need you to lend a hand. There is much work ahead of us, but as we all know…”Many
hands make light work.” Come and join us!
Steve Johnson, Chair (616) 212-6833

Michigan Developmental Disabilities Council (MDDC)
All 50 states in the US have a Developmental Disability Council. These DD Councils have a mission to support people with
developmental disabilities in achieving their life dreams. To facilitate this goal the Michigan Developmental Disability Council
works diligently to ensure all citizens of Michigan have the opportunities and supports they need to achieve their life hopes and
choices. Ultimately our goal is making sure supports exist across the lifespan of the developmentally disabled that allow them to
live self-determined and self-directed lives in a diverse and inclusive community. In other words, to live a full and meaningful life
experience.
Steve Johnson has served on the Michigan Developmental Disability Council since January 2016 as a parent of an adult child
with multiple disabilities. A big part of his motivation to serve on the council was to be an advocate for affordable and accessible
housing options for the disabled. He soon discovered there are many other critically important issues concerning just about every
aspect of living in the community as a person with a disability.
For the last two years Steve has served as the board chair for the Public Policy Committee. The committee looks at all proposed
legislation on both the state and federal levels to determine how it may unfavorably impact the disability community. When we
find problems (and it is not uncommon that we do) the DD Council makes specific recommendations to change the legislation to
remove potential barriers to participation for disabled individuals. Steve’s term on the DD Council ends in September 2022 and we
are hoping at that time to have another Oasis Community member step up to provide a voice for affordable, community-based
housing in Michigan… and every other issue that impacts the quality of life for our adult children. Maybe…YOU?

A recent fun event for members was learning fire safety tips and
how to use a fire extinguisher. Thanks to the Grand Rapids Fire
Department for sharing this information. What fun we had!

“Oasis has given me hope that disabled people
like myself can find accessible housing outside of
their parents’ home and live in a community with
not only other disabled young adults, but with
non-disabled adults as well.” –Renee

“Because of Oasis I have been able
to meet many more people in
person at events or on Zoom. We
have a lot of fun. I have met my
new roommates and we will be
moving in together soon.” – Alice

"To connect with other young adults and to learn to
live on our own. To support each other. I look forward
to other events with the young adults." –Kristen

"I like to hang out with my friends
from Oasis. They are friends."
–Hayden

“Oasis has made my life much easier during the pandemic. Miss Camille’s Zoom
meetings allowed me to socialize with my friends, Keenan, Alice, Anthony and other
acquaintances. We talked about our lives during this time and what special events that
occurred. Upon getting my vaccination, I was able to meet my friends at picnics in
Highland Park. Oasis practically kept me from going crazy from excessive solitude. It
allowed me to stay in touch with my good friends and to participate in fun activities and
events. That’s how Oasis affected me this year.” –Brad

Thank You to our Generous Donors
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